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ADVERTISEMENT. 

HAVING of late given more par- 
ticular attention to the fubje£t of 
the Lord's. Supper, I am convinced that 
fome parts of my Addrefs to Protejiant 
Dijfenters concerning it need illuftration 
and amendment. I have now added fuch 
improvements, and printed them, together 
with fome larger additions. Some of the 
corrc&ions had occurred to myfelf, fome 
were fuggefted by my particular friends, 
and fome by the Protejiant Dijfentefs An^ 
fwer. 

N. B. (i) in the nferences to the pagesy means from 
the bottom^ 
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speedily will be pullijhid^ by the fame iAUthr^ 

1. T ETTERS to the Author of .Remarks on {bmcLlate 
M ^ Publications relative to the DiileDterSy in a Letter 
to Dr. Prieftley, by a Dj/Tenter*. 

2. An Addrefs to Protedant DifTenters, on the Subjed 
of Church Disci»L}N£i 

Printed for Joseph Johnson, in Patcr-Nofter-Row. 

Alfo puhlijhed^ 

In Numbers, at the Interval of about two or three Months, 

(Under the Dire£lion of Dr. PRIESTLEY) 

The THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY ; confifting of 
Original Eilays, Hints, Queries, &c. calculated to promoie 

Religious Knowledge. 

Liken\.'ije jufi publijhedy 

1 . A Free Addrefs to Proteftant Diflenters, as fuch. By 
a DiiTenter, is. 6d. * * 

2. The Prefent State of Liberty in Great-Biitainand her 
Colonies. By an EngUSimao, 6d. ^ 



• 
t 

1 


• 

ADDITIONS 

1 . 



TO T H 1 



ADDRESS tt^ PROTESTANT DlS^ 
SENTERS m the Subj0 6ftbehoKi>h 
Supper, witbfome CprrtSiiom of it. 



PREFACE, p. 13. the few quotations 
I have had occafion to make from the 
Fathers are copied, with little or no varia- 

» tion, from Dr, Ktn^s Conjiitution of thi 

Primitive Church ; and therefore I have not 
made any reference to their own works, as 
I ihould have done, if I had examined 
them, or pretended to examine them my* 

; felf. f^) 

i B P. I7i 

* (tf) The author of the Proteftant Dijptnteri An/n.\:er to Wy 

Addreis, difcovefs a want both of candour, and of an ac^ 
^uaintance with the cuftom of writers in his animadverflons 
on thift fubjed^, P» * 3 ' • No writer, I believej who had occa* 

fiou 
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P. 17^ 1. I. and as I fliall, alfo, endea- 
vour to lake in every other confideration 
that can throw light upon the fubjedl, you 
will, by this means, fee, &c. 

\. 14. /. e. Let this wine bring to 



your remembrance my death and fufFer- 
ings. As this event completes the fchemc 
by which finful men arc to be Tefornned, 
and reftored to the divine favour.; my 
blood may be fald, (in allufion to the facri* 
.fices under the law). to be (bed for the re- 
miflion of fins. 

« 

P. 24, 1. !• (i) that is, let him examine 
his real views and motives, and conlider 
that. &c» 

fion to quote a common fa£): 10 the Engllfh hi'ltory \vo\Ad 
think of menttoniqg tbe.liiilonany or the colle^^or of hiflo- 
r/y from whom he copied it. In this cafe I could knSt of 
all expeft to fucceed as a plagiary, if that had been any 06- 
]e£k with me, when the book f made ufe of isalmod in every 
body's hands. There is, at leaft, hardly any dxireming 
minillery of my acquaintancci who is not poflelfed of it^ 
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P, 30i 1. 7. who are arrived at years of 
dlfcretioiTj and whofe lives are fuch as give 
no juli reafon to qucftidn their fincerity. 

P. 31, 1. 3. is by nb meani newifaryi 
biit may \^6 eipedienf, M^ith ttHptA to 
thofe perfons^who rtiay be fufpedled of ii 
defign to impofe upon them. Were, the 
iiature of the inftitution univerfdly uhder- 
^ood, ^nd no impofition intended^ this ac- 
tion itfelf would be the dbclaratibb, &c. 

P. 32, 1. 16^ br rather, it is a profef^ 

(ion, 6cti 

• < 

P- 33* iP) Notwithftanding the Lord's; 
Supper be properly a profeffion of a man's 
being fimply a ehriftiah; ehriftianity in 
general, and this inflitution df it In parti- 
cular, may be fo corrupted,, that a fincerc! 
chriflian ought in confclence to refraiu 
from Joining in the celebration of it. , In 
the church of {l^mc, the fervice is fo coflt 
dufted,' that I believe it is impofEble to 
communicate without being guilty of idola*^ 
try. A Proteftanti therefore^ might as 
* ' * B a well 
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4 OBSERVATIONS ON 

well burn incenfe to an idol, as receiTc the 
eucharift at the bands of a Romifh prieft. 

P.. 34, 1. 4^ I anfwcr^ that every chrif- 
tian fociety hath a clear right to refufe ad- 
miflion to thofe whoni they believe not to 
be chrlAians ; and thofe whofe condudt is 
fuch, as gives juft reafon to queftion their 
fincerity, though, in words> they profefs 
themielves fuch ^ as alfo, thofe who arc 
guilty of fuch vices as are a fcandal, &c* 

"— L 20. excommunicated^ and at the 
fame time excluded from their public af- 
femblies, as well as the Lord's Supper^ 
being confidered as perfons unlit for their 
fociety or company. Since the confequence 
of excommunication wa& exclufion from 
tiieir religious af&mblies altoge&er, I do 
not fee that they had any idea of the Lord'i^ 
Supper being more facred, folemn, or aw« 
iul than any other part of the fervice^ 
The idea of fuch a difference in thofe or- 
dinances, as could lead them to think 

there might be a propriety in attending 

upon 
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upon the one, and not upon the other, 
may, therefore, be concluded to have been 
of later origin, and confequently to have 
^rifen from fomething elfe than the genuine 
principles of chriftianity. It was a long 
time belbre there was any fuch idea as ex- 
communication from the Lord's (bpper 
only. 

P* 35> !• ij* ^ ^^tiorc folemn, otfornud 
thing, than the other, but preciiely of the 
iamc nature. They differ only in this^ 
that in one cafe I exprefs myfentiments 
byan^^ii^^, or ceremony, and in the other 
by nxiords bearing the very fame conffanidion. 
It cannot be faid that they differ fo much 
as a conunon aiTertion and an oatb^ which 
however are both, &c. 

P. 35, 1. 2. (^) You, therefore, who arc 
afraid to receive the Lord's Supper, have 
the £ime reafon to be afraid to attend pub<^ 
lie and chriflian worihip, provided you 
really join in it. 

B 3 P. 35, 



6 OBSERVATIONS ON 

P- '35i !• ^o, may almoft amount to a dev 
claratioD, &;;c, 

• ■ • 

P- 36, I. 3f If thprc had beci> any 
thing ..particularly ha;?ardQus ip receiving 
ibe Lord's Supper, pipre than in joining 19 
pthcr religious cxercif^g ; I cannot. ;hplp 
thinking that our Lord would, himfelij 
have given fome intimation of it, at the 
time of the inftitution. Bat nothing of 
this kind occurs. I alfo cannot think, that, 
if the apoftle Paul had folemnly warned 
the Corinthians of' this danger, when he 
firft preached the gofpel among them, and 
no doubt adminiflcred the Lord's Supper 
too, they could ever have fallen into that 
very indecent and irreverent method of con* 
dudling fhe fervice. Nay, I cannot con- 
ceive how this abufe could have arifen, 
if the primitive manner of celebrating the 
Lord's Supper, had not made it fomething 
more like a chearful entertainment, than 
it doth among any fedt of Chriftians that 
J am acquainted with at prefent. But our 

more 
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nofi^ decent and frygal method is better 
calculated, to prevent abufe, 

: P. 3^^ I 15- which may be recollcaed; 
withQut particular preparation. Sonje ar* 
goerthctprapricty. of preparation ;for fhft 
Lord' s -Supper, frpmjjts analogy to j^q 
Jcwifh jpaffaver, of the preparatipn. tp 
which we . read/ Jofm xix." ; 14. But this 
is the only place in which the - f^-epsrl^Oii 
of the pafibver is mentioned 5 and as Mark 
:jcv. 42. calls- the fame day the preparation 
of the Sabbath^ it probably referred to this, 
and not to the palFover. Befides, that day 
did not precede the day on which the paff^ 
over was eaten. Our Lord had eaten it 
the day before. 

P*43, 1. 10, lives. This was exaftly 
agreeable to the maxims of the heathens, 
who fpeak in the higheft terms of the 
purity and happinefs of the initiated, See 
Potter's jintiquities of Greece^ vol. L p. 

390v 

B 4 P. 54. 
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Pf 54> * 1< 8- Many diflcnters hav€ gboe 
deeper into this fuperilition than the di^i- 
vines of the church of England, At leaft 
dieir greater backwardnefs to attend the 
Lord's Supped, ftems tp difcbver more of 
t fuperftitious dread of it, The terms of 
l^dmiffioA w^ alfo more ikcid: atnong tbom^ 
ivhich ktms to argue the fame thing. Aei 
account of what k ^Icd experi^no^ iir 
religionj^ ^c^ 
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^ Of the qtudijkatims^ bf ciAnmunicants. 



jl BOXJT^the time of the firft plantiog 
"^ of ^Mfttaiiity, the groffcft vices'wertf 
cSccedaingl^ prevalent in' all the GefHil« 
^rld; -inct'accordiDg to 'the tefiimony ^ 
Jo(^|^uij, thfe Jews -Were" not* lefs ab4n- 
dbned. The piatire that St. Paul "An^ 
of them both, towards thfe beginnings of 
his ipiiUe to the Romans,' is Indeed fliock^ 
ing. * . . . 

»'• • . * 

Now it can hardly be fuppofed, that 
virhea perfohs of thefe charafters, and who 
had formed thefe habits embraced chrifti- 
«nity (upon the <x)nyii^on that ChoU was 
tt teadber fent from God) their hearts and 
lives were inftantly, i. e. nuraculoufly 
<:hffiiged. An excellent parable of our 
Saviour leads us rather to confider the re«- 
ceptidn of chriitianity, as the receiving of 
leed into the ground, which requires time 
and cultivation, before it bring forth fruit. 

Agreeably 
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Agreeably to this. Dr. Lardner fuppoieSy 
that when finners were exhorted to believe 
undbefaved^ the meaning >ya$9 that^xin 
confequence of embracing chriilianity, they 
would be inftj:ii0(d in the trucr^jagr of 
&lvation} and that, by attending tp ks 
great iQotives, and habitually obiibryiDg^lts 
precepts, they wpuld in- time attain tp, 
jfalvatio;! ^' apd not that they would imme- 
diateJy 9^^^^, ^^^. tJ'Vie, gofpcl felyation, or, 
have their fins aftually forgiven, :fO'a$thfjt 
they would have been received into hear: 
vQn, if they had died the moment afteir. 
their being converted and baptized. 

The precepts and motives of the gofpel 
are of themfelves fufficient (with the ufual 
bleffing of God upon our endeavoors) tp 
engage men to foifake their vices^ and to 
pradiice virtue. . Indeed the contrary ^upJ- 
poiition would be a r efiefiion on. tb9 wif* 
dom of God, reprefibnting him as . having 
provided a means not adequate to the end 
he propbfed to gain by it. If all die coiv- 

verfions 
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^tCvons were, ftridUy fpeaking, miraculous^ 
)^nd the change of heart and life, which 

* • 

ft>lIowed the converfion, mifaculous too^ 
the divine wifdoiri (which We fo much 
admire, both in adapting the evidences of 
the gofpel to the minds of men, and in 
adapting its precepts and motives to work 
upon their hearts) would have been -in vainl 
Where would, be the- wifdom of adapting 
the organization of a feed to the fori iii 
which it.is fown, if, after all, it could not 

gi'ow without foch a divine interpofitiohl 

\ . . , 

as would have produced the fame cfFcft 
without any fuch previous fitnef? of the 
pne to the other. 

If, therefore, there be any fueh thing as 
the wifdom of God in the works of nature 
and providence -, and if, confequently, the 
motives of the gofpel produce a change in 
the hearts and lives of men, by their na- 
tural fitnefs to anfwer that purpofe, it muft 
always (excicpt God were pleafed to work 
^a miracle fimilar to healing the fick or 

raifing 
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raifing the dead) have beeo a gradual 
thing. And if, upon a man's profeiliog 
to Relieve ii> Chrift, and confequeptly to 
reform his conduft. he was admitted to 
chriftian baptifm, and the Lord's Supper, 
(which I think none will deny) many 

« perfons muft have been admitted members 
of the chriftian church in a very imperfect; 
moral ftate 5 and, as in the parable above« 
mentioned, many would relapfe into their 

^ former vices ^ tho' their being incorpo*- 
rated into a regular body, or church, of 
chriflians, would be a great means of 
confirming them in their chriftian faith and 
pradice^ 

Now it appears to me, that no man 
was refufed admifiion into the chridian 
church, if he profefied faith and re- 
pentance, and if nothing in his con** 
dud at that time gave jufl: reafoa to 
fufped his fincerity ; and'alfo that no per • 
fon was cut off from the fociety by excom- 
munication, till his condud, notwith- 
ilanding regular adm9nition8, was notori- 

oufly 
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oufly inconfiftent with his profeffion, and 
generally fuch as was a fcandal to the 
chriftian name. According to the rule of 
our Saviour, Maf. xviii. 1 5, 1 8. an offence, 
that finally ended in cxcommunicationv 
was originally a fin {eocv »[jiup%(rfi) of one 
perfon againft another ; but, confidmng 
the great patience and forbearance which 
our Lord always recommended to his 
difciples, we cannot fuppofe but that it 
moft have been ibme grofsinjury ^ and it 
moil have {hewn a bad'difpofition indeed, 
to perfift in fach injurious condud:, iti 
ipite of all remonilrances, private and 
public, and in contempt of the greateft 
church cenfure. The chriftians at Jeru* 
ialem^ indeed, made, fome difficulty of ad* 
mitting St. Paul to their ibciety, but not 
on account of any fcruples about his moira) 
character. Having been a notorious perfer 
cutor, they were afraid of him^ not beUev.-^ 
ing that be was adtfcipk^ butfufpeding 
him to be a fpy. jiSls ix. 26* 

That 
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That this was the (late of the chriftiari 
church in the times of the apoftles appears 
from their writings. They addrefs the 
members of thofe churches, to whom, their 
epiftles are dire£ted> as Saints and the pe^ 
€uliar people of Codj becaufe, by embracing 
chriftianity, they profefled themfelvcs to 
be fuch. Many of them, no doubt, were 
truly fuch ; and, in a judgement of charity^ 
the majority might be fuppofed to be ftich, 
Biit at the fame time it cannot be denied, 
that the frequent admonitions, and fevere 
reproofs which the apoftles gave them, de- 
monflrate, that j//the members of their {a* 
cieties were far from deferving the fame cha* 
rader, and alfo that many of them had but a 
very im per fed knowledge oi chriftianity ; 
and yet they are not faid to have been expoled 
to any particular hazard in confequence of 
their continuing in chriftian communion, and 
none are mentioned as being excommuniw 
cated, except in cafes of very flagrant o^ 
fences* 

in 
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111 the church of Corinth, of the mem- 
bers of which the Apoftle Paul fays, that 
they vvcre fan&ifiedy and called to be faints^ 
there, v^asfo myich envying^ Jirife^ and^w- 
JSm^ that he fays they were carnal^ and 
Hvalked as men^ i. c, as other men, o^ Gen- 
tiles, and not as chriftians, i Cor. ill. 3. 
Brothers went to law with brothers, and 
before unbelievers, vi. 6. nay they wrmged^ 
and defrauded even their brethren^ v. 8. 
fpeakingof his intended vifit to them, he, 
lays, xii. 6. I fear lefl^ when I come I fhM 
not find you fucb as I would; left there be de^ 
bates ^ enfvyings^ wraths^ Jlrifes^ backbit ings^ 
whi^eringSy JivellingSj tumults y and lejl when 
1 come again^ my God will bumble me among 
you^ and Ifhall bewail many who have finned 
already y and have not repented of the unclean^ 
nefsy and fornication^ and lafcixioufnefsy which 
the^ have committed. Yet we do not find 
that any of them were ordered to be ex- 
communicated, except the inCeflmus perfon 
who had married his father's wife ; which 
was a crime, as the apoftle fays, not fo much 
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as named among the Gentiles ; and tbofe with 
whom they were cautioned not to eat were 
perfons, guilty of very grofs vices> v. lo. 
If any man that is called a brother^ be a 
fornicator^ or covetous^ or an idolater ^ or a 
railer^ or a drunkard^ or ah extortioner. 

The ideas conveyed by all thefe, terms 
are not equally ofFenfive, Covetoufhefi, 
for inftance, feems to be lei3 obnoxious than 
feveral of the reft ; but when we fee that 
thefe charaders are ranked to^ther» and 
the meaning of moft of the terms is obvious* 
as that oi fornicator^ idolater^ and drunkard^ 
we may reafonably conclude, that the reft 
are to be underftood as of fuch a degree of 
the vice, as to be pretty equally notorious 
and fcandalous/ An exceedingly covetous 
man, and efpecially one whoie greedineis 
of gain leads him to fraud and injuftice, is 
as much a marked charader^ and as hate- 
ful a one> as a fornicator^ an idolater^ or 
drimkard. 

When 
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When St. Paul was at Rome he obferved, 

PhUi i, n. that there were fome perfons in 

that city who preached Cbf-iji of envy and 

Jirife and contention^ not Jincerely^ fapp^f^g to 

nddaffliSlion to his bondsy perhaps intending to 

excite his envy and jealoufy, of to draw upon 

him the refentment of the governing powers^ 

by their o^cioufnefs in publifliing the gof- 

pel. But fince the apoftle fays he even rejoiced 

2X this, we may certainly conclude that he 

connived at it, and did not c^ufe thofe in-* 

fincere preachers to be excomtnunicated* 

b 

In the fame epiftle, iii. 18. he admo* 
• hi(hes the Philippians not to walk as many 
didy of whom he had frequently warned 
them, who, though chriftians in name 
(and probably in church communion) were 
enemies of the crofs ofChriJly whofe end was 
de/truBion^ whoje God was their belly y whofe 
glory was their Jhame, who minded earthly 
tbingsi 

When the fame apoflle admoniflicc! tlic 
chriftians at Colofle, Col. Iii, 1. to mor^ 

C tifj 
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tify their tnembers that were of the earthy 
Jomication^ uncleannefs^ inordinate affeSlion 
evil conct£pifcence and covetoufnefs^ which is 
idolatry y and to put off anger ^ wrath ^ ma* 
Uce^ blaffhemy, with filthy communication^ and 
not to lie one t$ another j vices in which he 
fays they hzdfometimes walked; it feems evi- 
dent that he fuppofcd they were not en- 
tirely free from them at the time that he 
wrote. 

Many other inftances might be pro- 
duced to the fame purpofc, but the quota- 
tions would be tedious. Sec particularly 
ThqiT iv. 6. i Tim. vi 3. &c. Tit. i. 10. 
James 1. 2r» 26. i Peter ii. i^ ii.aPetcri.Q* 
3 John 9. and Judc 1 1 • - 

In all the fevcn churches of *Afia> there 
were many things much amifs. In the 
church of Sardis,, which is not reprefented 
^s in the woril fituation, it is only faid, that, 
there were a few names that had not de- 
filed their garment s^2Sidi. that were worthy to 
walk with Chrifi. Rev, iii. 4. and yet the. 

reft 
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reft are not faid to have been improper 
members of axhriftian fociety, nor are any 
of them ordered to be excluded, 

V 

We certainly, therefore, ought to make 
a difference between thoCb who may be 
permitted to communicate with a chriftian 
church, and thofe who will finally be ad* 
mitted into heaven ; and our real opinion 
with refpefl: to the latter ought not to be 
our rule with refpeft to the former. 

I would only obfcrve farther, that it is 
hardly poffible . to fuppofe that the primi* 
tivc chriflian churches in general confifted 
of peribns whofe charadters anfwer to bur 
idea of holy and fanSiified^ when even an 
elder was required not to be given to 'fvine, 
no Jiriket, not greedy of filthy lucre^ not a 
branvler or co^etous^ i Tim. iii* 3^ and the 
deacons not to be double tongued^ not to be 
given to tnucb winey nor greedy of filthy lucre. 
In giving diredions to appoint fuch' an or^- 
der of men, (men of the firft charadcr and 
eminence in any of Our fodeties) 1 dare 

C 2 fay 
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f 

fay it would be thought altogether nccd^ 
lefsj even to mention fuch difqualifications 
IS thefe. 

In Clcmens's epiftle to the Corinthiansy 
we find that the fpirit of faftion, which 
fubfiiled in St. Paul's time^ had greatly in-^ 
creafed, notwithflanding his admonitions^ 
The people had formed a party again ft their 
minifters; and, allowing fufficiently for 
exaggeration in the ftylc of Clemens, who 
wrote to them upon the occafion, we can. 
not but, from his epiftle, conceive a very 
unfavourable idea of their general teniper 
and chara(3er: fee the following extra6t from 
Bp. Wake's tranflation of that epiftle,^ 
cap. 3. 

" All honour and enlargement was given 
•* unto you. From hence came emula- 
«* tion, and envy, and ftrife, and fcditiony 
** perfecution and diforder, war and cap* 
** tivity. So that they who were of no re- 
^* nown lifted up themfelves againft the 
^< honourable, thofe of no reputation 
. 3 againft 
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** againft thofe that were in refpcft, the 
^* foolifh againft the wife, the young againft 
^' the aged. Therefore righteoufnefs and 
** peace are departed from you, becaufe 
^^ every one hath forfaken the fear of 
*' God, and is grown blind in his faith, 
^* nor walketh by the rule of God's com- 
mandments, nor liveth as is fitting in 
Chrift. • But every one follows his own 
^^ wicked lufts, having taken up an un« 
'* juft and wicked envy, by which fipft 
*^ death entered ipto the wpr Jd/' 

* 

Confidering the ftate of the Gentile world 
with refpeft to virtue, I do not wonder 
that there were thefe diforders in the primi* 
tive chriftian churches. . It required fome 
time for the genuine fpirit of chriftianity 
to infinuate itfelf into them ; and I think 
we may find, by the epiftles of Ignatius^ 
and other later writings, that a better dif* 
pofition generally prevailed fometime after- 
wards, and continued till the purity of the 
chriftian faith and difcipline became cor« 
ruptcd. 

C ^ Marjy 
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Many perfons, I believe, are influenced 
in tbeir ideas concerning the i^oper niem- 
bers of chriflian focieties by fuperftitious^ 
and what we<.may call mmhijh notions of 
virtue and {^nOiVoj ; fron^ which the minds 
of few perfoni are entirely free; and by 
which they are influenced more than they 
will acknowledge, and indeed more than 
they are themfelves aware of ; notions that 
lead us to conceive very falfcly concerning 
a truly chriftian temper and condu<^, ^nd 
which are, in many re(pe£ts, unfavourable 
to real virtue. 

The leading idea in this kind of fuper- 
ilition is, that men recommend themfelves 
tp the favour of God by what gives pain 
and mortification to themfelves. It may 
be traced in- the maxims and conduct of 
the Pharifees and Eilenes among the Jews, 
and in the endlefs variety of auflerities de- 
vifed by difJcrent feds of chriftians. We 
fee it no lefs influence the conduct of many 
Mahometans, and varioiis tribes of heathens, 
particularly thofe who profefs the religion 
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of the Braclimans of Indoftan. But there 
is nothing of this in the fpirit of the chrif- 
tian religion ; and nothing in the precepts 
or example of Chrift gives the lead coun« 
tenance to it. 

As the founders of all other religions^ I 
believe, have diftinguifhed themfelves by 
the invention of feme whimfical mortifi- 
cation, the fingularity of the chriftian re- 
li^on in this refpe£t is fo remarkable, and 
fo confonant to reafon, that it almofl 
amounts to a proof of its divinity. Chrif- 
tian virtue is an active and chearful thing, 
and requires no pain or mortification, ex-* 
cept vsrhat is.neceflary to break the force 
of bad habits, and to difcontinue any fin- 
ful practices we may have been accuftonled 
to, in order to ceafe to do evil and learn to 
do well ; whereas the aufterities referred to 
above, terminate in afiiiding the body, 
without contributing at all to the improve- 
ment of the mind. 

The 
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The dodrines of the gofpcl arc eminenin 
ly calculated to inforcc the pradlice of vlr-» 
tue, cfpecially by the revelation of a fur* 
ture life, to which we (hall be raifed at the 
fecond coming of Chrift J who will render 
to every man according to his works. A 
firm belief of, and an habitual attention to, 
thefe im£ortant truths, tend to give us a 
Superiority of mind to this world, enable 
us tp forego all the pleafures and advanta- 
ges of this life, when they cannot be ob- 
tained with a good confcience, and make 
us to fear none of the things that we can 
fuffer in the pradlice of our duty; know- 
ing that our reward is great in heaven, and 
that we fhall be more than recompensed at 
the refurredtion of the juft. 

The operation of thefe principles i^ 
evident, and I believe would be mugli 
more generally efficacious, if men were not 
difcouraged from attempting the cbriflian 
charadter at all, by the idea of its being 
fomething above their reach, fomething 
that requires fuch conflant and fevere fpiri- 

tuai 
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tual es:ercife$, as are almofl: inconiiftent 
with the ufual purfuits, and a tolerable en* 
joyment of life. 

It is but an imperfcdl charader that 
thofe who give the moft attention to the 
principles of chriilianity can attain> and 
we are but in a progrefs tQwardsperfe<Stionj 
and though it behoves every man to culti* 
vate the virtues q/ the heart with the ut-f 
moft care, and by every exercife that is 
really adapted to promote them, becaufe 
the virtues of the heart are the only ones 
that are of value in the fight of God, an4 
indeed the beft foundation and fecurity foi^ 
^ good life ^- yet they are only thofe that 
may be called the virtues of the life^ of 
wjbiph huq^an, and even chriflian foci^- 
ties can properly take notice. If we go be- 
yond this, we have no fufHcient data^ or 
evidenqe to proceed upon, and are in dan« 
gcr of obftrufling the progrefs of virtue 
rather than promoting it* 

Any 
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Any pcrfon, therefore, who fupports 
what we call a decent character in life, and 
who, if he were interrogated, would profefs 
faith in Chrift and obedience to the gofpel, 
is a proper member of the chriftian church 
on earth; the difcipline, exercifes, and va- 
rious advantages of which are calculated to 
perfect his character, and, by degrees, to 
fit him for being a proper member of the 
church of the firft born written in 
heaven. 

From the whole I conclude that, if a 
perfon, at the time that he propofes him- 
felf to church communion, really intends to 
live as becomes a chriftian^ he need not 
have any fcruple about joining in the or- 
dinance, though he fhould queftion, or even 
believe that, if he ihouidthen die, be would 
not be fit to enter into heaven ; and that 
his fellow cbriflians, if they fee no reafbn 

ft 

to queftion his fincerity a( the time, have 
no authority te refufc h^m^ though they 
have the fame idea of his ftate. 
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If we go upon other principles, and efti* 
mate a man's fitnefs to be received into 
church communion by his fitnefs for hea- 
yen, it appears to me, that no man who 
hath the leafl doubt about his falvation 
ought to communicate. For, as the apoftle 
argues in a fimilar cafe, Rom, xiv. 23. £& 
tkat doubtetb is damned if be eat. Where- 
ever religion^ or morality is concerned, we 
certainly ought not to aft without the full 
conviflion of our minds ; and fhould refrain 
* from adling at all, if we have any doubt 
concerning the propriety of our conduftj 
ihore efpecially in this cafe, where there is 
fuppofed to be very great hazard in com-' 
municating, and none at all in not com* 
municating. 

The very idea of the nature and defign 
of the LordVSupper, as it is underftood 
by the .orthodox diffenters, appears to me 
to be utterly iriconfiftent with t|ie fpirit of 
. chriftianity, If we judge of the fitnefs of 
a pcrfon for church communion by his 
.fitnefs for heaven, every candidate declares, 

ia 
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in the face of the world, that he thinks 
himfelf a favourite of God, and ripe for 
future giory ; and the church, in confidcr- 
ing whether they (hall receive him or not, 
arc judges of his everlafting ftate; which im- 
plies fuch a degree of aflurance on one fide^ 
and encourages fuch a fpirit of haughtinefs 
and cenforioufnefs on the other, as appear to 
me not to belong to chriftians, who fhoulj 
be clothed with humility, and judge no- 
thing before the time; and who fhould 
Icaft of all ufurp the office of Chrift, to 
whom that kin4 of judgment is com^ 
ffiitted. 

If the righteous difclaim their goa4 
works at the day of judgment, can it be 
fuppofed that they will plead and proclaimi 
them here ? I fliould thereforp think, that, 
to ad upon this principle, and at the fame 
time prefervc any appearance of the humi- 
lity of chriftians, no perfon fhould, di« 
redly or indiredly, propofe himfelf for 
church communion. Others fhould pro- 
pofe it to hifti, and if be did confent, it 

fhoUM 
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ihould be with great relu6tance4 For, of 
the two, it would be rather more decent for 
others to lay, " Sir, we think you to be a 
** child of God, and fit for heaven^ as wdl 
•* as burfelves," and for him to be perfuaded 
by them to think fo well of himfelfj than 
that he (hould fifft pay himfelf that compli- 
ment, and then convince them that it wa$ 

juft- 

That the idei of fuch a tribunal and 

I 

fuch pretenfions fhould have occurred to 
any but Pharifees, would furprize me, 
if I did not imagine, that I could account 
for it, by the hiftory of the corruptions of 
thriflianity 
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Obferoations en the Lor ^s Supper being called 
a figtiy orfeal of the cwenant of grace. 

COME divines have afFeftcd to call the 
Lord's Supper a fign and feal of the 
covenant of grace. If by a fgn of the 
covenant of grace, be meant nothing more 
than a memorial of the bleflings of the 
gofpel , I can have no objedlion to the 
term, becaufc I fuppofe that this rite was 
cxprefsly inftitutcd for that purpofe. When 
we do any thing m remembrance ofCbriJij 
we da it to take occafion from it to rccol* 
left what Chrift has done and fuiFcred for 
us, in order to accomplifh the gracious 
fcheme of our falvation, or our deliverance 
from fin and mifcry. Our Lord, alfo, 
calls the bread his body, and the wine 
his blood, apparently with a view to our 
recolleSing, in a more efpecial manner, 
the lad: and mofl perfect inflance of his 

love. 
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love, in giving his body ' to be crucified^ 
and his blood to be fhcd for us. 

But I do not fee in what fenfe the 
Lord's fupper can with propriety be called 
a feal of the new covenant, or that the 
fcriptures will authorize what I take to be 
generally underftood by it. It is poifible^ 
that when divines call the Lord's Supper a 
fcal of the new covenant, they may mean, 
that it was intended as an affurance on 
God's part, that he would adually confer 
all xhz bleffings promifed by Chrift in the 
gofpel. There is no doubt but that God 
mil confer thefe bleflings, and fully con- 
firm every thing that our Lord has aiTured 
us he will do. Of this he has given us 
ample afTurance, in that he bath raifed him 
from the dead. As the apoftle Paul fays, 
Rom. i. 4. He was declared to be the Son of 
God with power y by the refurreSlion from 
the dead I and Peter fays, i Pet. i. 4. That 
the God and father of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
has begotten us again to a lively hope^ by the re-- 
furreSlion of Jefus Chrift from the dead : and 

many 
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lAany other texts might be produced to 
the fame purpofe* 

The refurredion of Chrift, therefore, 
was properly the feal of the new covenant* 
That this rite of the Lord's Supper was 
intended to be that afTurance, I fee no evi- 
dence whatever* Do this in remembrance 
of me, which words were exprefsly de- 
igned to inform us concerning the nature 
tnd ufe of the inftitution, do not convey 
that idea ; and the words. This cup is tbi 
New "Tefiamefit in my blood, appear to me to 
have been added, in order to exprefs on 
what account we are to remember him, 
viz. as having, by his death, accomplifhed 
the fcheme of our falvation. If it were 
true, that the death of Chrift was the feal 
of the covenant of grace, the Lord's Suppef 
could only be the memorial oftbefeal^ and 
not xhtfeal itfelf. 

When God appointed the rain-bow to 
be a token, or affurance, that he would no 
more deftroy the world by a flood, this 

ufe 
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* * ' 

tife of it was 'declared in the cleared and 
ftrongcft manner, Gen. ix. i2, jind God 
faid^ This is the token of the co ensnt which 1 
make between me andycu, and e'^rrytiiing 
creature that is 'uith ycti^ for perpetual ge-- 
fieraticns. Idofet my bow in tht ccud^ and 
it jkull be for a token of a covenant between 
me and the earthy &c* 

Alfo at the inftitution of the rite of 
circumcifion, the Divine Being, after re- 
citing all the promifes of the Abrahamic 
covenant, fays to that patriarch, ^his is 
my covenant, tikich ye Jia/I keep betiveen 
me and you, and tly feed cfer thee ; 
e^ery man child cmcrg ycu f ell be circum- 

cifcd and it Jloall be a token of the co-- 

venant betivixt me and ycu. Gen. xvii. lo, 
J I* Appcintmtnts of tokens fimilnr to 
thefe occur in various otixr parts of the 
Jewitb hiftbry, bu: we find nctljing like 
this in the inftituticn of the Lord's Supper, 

It may be faid, that the Divine Being 
fcals, or confirms to us the blciiings of the 

D gofucl,- 
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gofpel) while we are partaking of the 
Lord's Supper^ or in coniequence of our 
partakiqg of it. In other words, that, by 
means of this rite^ God, by his e(pecial; pre- 
' fence, applies the benefits of the gofpel, 
giving the worthy communicants an aflu- 
ranee and foretafle of the bledings of U. 
This I take to be the meaning of the au- 
thors of the Aflembly's catechifm, when 
they fay that in the (acraments, " Chrift, 
** and the benefits of the new covenant, are, 
" by Icnfiblc figns, reprefented, fealed, and 
" applied to believers j*' and that, in the 
Lord's Supper, " the worthy receivers are 
** by faith made partakers of his body and 
** blood, with all its benefits, to their fpi- 
** ritual nourifliment and growth in grace," 

But this, I apprehend, is much more 
than the fcriptures or experience will war- 
rant, and the expeftation of any thing of 
this kind I call enthufiaftic, and fure to be 
difappointed. Eating bread and drinking 
wine in remembrance of Chrift, doth not 
convey any fuch meaning. Indeed, if it 

were 
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Were fa<3:, that all the benefits of the new 
covenint were adlually 7?"^ Zf^ and applied^ 
as well as reprefehied to worthy communi- 
cant&^ In the a£t^ or ki confequence of the 
v^Si of communion, they would have fuch 
an affurance of the pardon of their fins, 
and of their title to heaven, as I imagine, 
few perfons will pretend to; and I imagine 
that. few perfons would believe them, if 
they fhould pretend to it. 

Some perfons may chufe to make ufe 
of the language above-mentioned in a qua- 
lified fenfe, meaning, that their faith in 
Chriftj and all chriftian virtues, are ren- 
dered much mord lively by the peculiar 
prefence of the fpirft of God in this 
ordinance. I am far from denying the 
influence of the fpirit of God upon the 
minds of men, according to fome efta- 
bliflied law, or: rule (that we may not 
fiippofc it to be, in the proper fenfe of the 
word, miraculous) but I fee not a fhadow 
of authority, fr9m thp fcriptures, for ex- 
pcding this prefence at the Lord's Supper, 
inorc than in any other chriftian ordinance. 

. D 2 The 



36 OBSERVATIONS ON ' 

• The prcfence of Chrift, whatever may' 
be n-eant by it, is exprefsly promifed, 
where two or th ee are gathered together in 
lis name ; but it is not faid, that they were 
to be affembled for the purpofc of celebra- 
ting the Lord's Supper. On the contrary, 
I believe it is generally underftood to refer 
to their meeting for the purpofe of focial 
prayer ; and in no place whatever is there 
any promife made of ihe particular pre- 
fence of God, or of Chrift, in the Lord's 
Supper. , 

It is true, that the aftiori of eating or 
drinking may be intended to reprefent our 
receiving and obeying the gofpel of Chrift-, 
and confequently our being entitled to the 
blcflings of it ; but ftill this is no mOre 
than a^guratiie aSiion^ and. cannot amount 
to more than exprefling our faith in Chfift^ 
our refolution to obey his gofpel, and our 
hope of receiving the rewards of it in 
wcrds ; and I appeal to the experience of 
thie moft: fincerc chriftian if he has; not 

found 
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found fevery devotional feeling as lively *in 
the cxercife of prayer, as in the aft, or in 
confequence, of receiving the bread and 
wine at the Lord's Supper. 

It will not be faid, on any fcripture au- 
thority^ that the prayers that are ufually 
made qefbre, or after the celebration of 
this or4inance, have any peculiar advan-* 
tagcs anhexed to them. 

The danger of communicating unwor- 
thily, cannot, in the nature of things, arife, 
except either from the indecent manner 
of adminiftering and attending upon it, ^or 
the inllncerity of the promifes and refolu- 
tions that are implied in it, which equally 
afFefts prayer, and partaking of the Lord's 
Supper. They are each an explicit or im^ 
plicit refolution to live as becomes the gof- 
pel ; and the divine difpleafure is as exprefs- 
ly denounced again ft the hypocritical wor- 
ihipper, as againft the unworthy commu- 
nicant : nay, there are frequent declarations 

D 3 of 
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«)f the indignation with tvhich God hearls 
thofc who draw nigh to him with their 
lip^, while tbeir hearts are far from hira ^ 
whereas we (hould probably never, have 
hpard of any danger of communicating un- 
worthily, if it had not been for the fcan- 
dalova abufe of this rite by the Corinthit 

In no other cafe, ther^fore^ hav^ w^ the 
Ipaft authority to conclude, that this dan- 
ger is ^f a difierent nature from that wbicl^ 
aHies from iniincerity in prayer ^ and far 
are wf from having ^ny reafon tq 
fuppofe it to be greater. The one, confe- 
quebtly, will reqmre jufl as mpch prepay 
l^ation and forethought as the other. I wifh 
that more attention v^rere given to both, bi^t 
by no means to the one more than the 
Other.. 

It is the expcdatipn pf thp above men- 
fipned divine communications of the par-: 
don of iip, or at leaft pf fpme extraordir 
pary fuperpatural influence or impreffions, 

that^ 
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thut, I fiiy, is enthnfiaftic 5 and it is the ex* 
p^dation of feme partialis judgment up-* 
on unworthy €ommunic;atit$» more than 
what will fall upon infincere wof ftiippcrs, 
that I call a fuperftitious fear. Diflenters^ 
I bfelieye, have a higher idea 6{ the fpiri* 
tual benefits^ of this ordinanoe, (though 
di^ m^ exped lefs from it as a mere o/ftis 
aperdtum) ; and they have more dread of 
the danger of attending upon it in a :^te 
of mind imjtf oper for receiving it, than the 
generality^ of the members of the church df 
England i and this appears to me to be the 
principal reafon why it is lefs generally at-^ 
tended ^yy us. This ftate of things was the 
caufe of my writing the Addfefsto Dtffen^ 
ters on the fubjeft. 
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A'Lettertothe'aufbcroftbe Proiejiant Dijfen^ 

m 

ter's anfiver to the ' Free Addrefs an the 
' fubjeSi of the Lords Supper. 

Reverend Sir, (a) . 

T T H I N K my fclf obi igcd to you for the 
. pains you have taken to write and pub* 
liih your nine letters in ahfwcr to my Ad- 
drefs to Proteftant. Dijfenters on the fubje^ of 
the Lords Supper^ of which, in si polite card 
fent along with them, you beg my candid 
acceptance^ as a t:J^en of real refpeSl. I thank 
you, becaufe you have led me, as you will 
fee, to corredl fome mi Hakes, and to amend 
fome exprefHons which had inadvertently 
qfcaped me, and more efpecially to make 
fiich additions to what I had written as ap- 
pear to me to be favourable to my original 
and profelTed defign in writing. You muft, 
however, excufe me when I fay, that I 
think your manner of writing is by no 

means uniformly candid, or refpedfuK 

•I 

(a) In fome of the Advertifements the Author of thU 
tfptife is iaid to be a mhiififr in I^ndon. 

A 



/ A fair and liberal critic will confidcr the 
real, meaning of an author; and while he 
animadverts upon that, with the degree of 
feverity which he thinks the nature of the 
fubjed: requires, he will overlook every 
thing elfe, and attribute flight inconfiftencies 
to inadveriience ; unlefs he think them to 
be fuch cqntradidions, as thofe perfons only 
are apt to run into, who have not truth 
for their objc6t. In general you fcem not to 
queftion my fincerity in what I write ; but 
in one place, p. 104, you infinuate, that 
my expreflions are defgneHly calculated to 
convey J alfe and injurious ideas. 

To me^ Sir, you^ appear through your 
whole performance to have erred greatly 
on the head of fairnefs. Indeed there is 
hardly any thing that you pretend is want- 
ing in my tieatifc, but what you yourfelf 
adually find in it, though not in the 
very pl^ce uhere you expedled ir, 
or not exprefied 1:1 fuch a manner 
as you could have wlfhed ; but I fhall 
pot trouble you, or the public, with a mi- 
nute 
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nute reply ; efpecially fince yoa confcfs a 
dtcad of my obiHties to difcover faubs in 
your writingyand to turn many farts of it 
intt> ridicule^ P« ^ 3^* 

The only view I have in writing to yoa 
is to obferve, that you and I do not really 
difier in our fentiments on this fub)e£t^ fo 
much as the world may imaging froni 
jr^ading what each of us has written. In 
your whole chapter concerning the advan- 
tages that arife from celebrating the Lord's 
Supper, there are but few that you yourfelf 
have not found in my treati& ; and the reft 
I have no objedtion to. As far as they ace 
peculiar to the Lord's fiupper, I thipk 4hey 
are fufficiently implied in what I have writr 
ten J hovftwtv I never meant to exclude theme 

When you fay, p. 104, that you do not 
imagine that God is in any other fenjk prefent in 
thefacrciment^ than he iswitbgoodntfpin gene^ 
raU tit attending hisinftitutions\ and that you do 
not pretend to a morf immediate inter courfi 
with him upon that OQcaJion^ than in oth^ 
exercijes of devotion^ you lay all that I ever 

meant 



4 1^<B T T B R, &f,' 43 

fnejint 'to contest for j but I dq not agree 
with you iQ thinking thgt the perfoas I 
icenfure (|p not imaginci or pretend to more 
thai! tbis^ Tlie writers of the A£Ssmbly *^ 
Gatecbifih certainly n^eant morei when they 
^EQerted th&t, iy giving Mmf rec^wing brmi 
imdwine^ the woribf recovers ^re^ hy fxiith^ 
ifnade fartftkfn ef the btdy find blood QfChriJi^ 
hmtb ati its benefits^ to t^fir fpirituai murijh^ 
pmt andgrmfth in gr^ci^ ^ af^d that by tb^fe 
Jhpjibie -jigns Chrifl^ and the J^emjus of the new 
(4^wnfint^ are r^Prefinted^ feifkd^ f^d qf^pUed 
to beKevtrs. 

Bifhpp Burnet^ alfp, certainly meant 
more than you d.Q> when he faid with re- 
(ped to the facr^ments, th^xChrift doesftill 
0cconipany them mtb ^ partifiilar prefence in 
them and a ile£ing upon them ; fo that iipe^ com- 
ing to them nvitb minds duely prepared, do cer-^ 
tainlj receive^ in and with them^ particular 
iargejfes of tie favour and bounty of Gpd. 

If ibmething n^re was iiot imagined to 
be dPne on God's part, as well as on ou rs^ 
|n receiving the Lord'? Sqpper, than in other 

.i f?15gious 
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religious exercifes, how came it to be con- 
fidered as fo much more hazardous to com- 
municate than to pray 5 when in prayer 
we frequently make as folemn profeffions 
of obedience to Chrift as we poffibly can 
make, confequently make ourfelvcs as cul- 
pable if we do not live up to them j and 
when we expeft the divine prefence and 
bleffing in proportion to our fincerity and 
real devotion. All the difference is, that, 
in one cafe we make the profeffion by an 
mtnmrd Jigny and in the other by exprefi 
words, bearing the very fame conftruftian. . 

You yourfelf, in more than one place, 
make the guilt of communicating unwor- 
thily to confift in projejjing a falfebood and 
declaring what is not trucy p. 44, 46. If 
then the guilt, and confequently the dan- 
ger of communicating unworthily confift 
in declaring what is not true, it does 
not confift in the mere manner \Vi which 
the declaration is made j for words and ac- 
tions may exprefs the Very fame thing ; fo 
that you perfedly agree with me in taking 

away 
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away all real diftinftion (that is, with re- 
fpe& to guilt and danger) between this or- 
dinance of the Lord's Supper, and any 
other, in which the fame or fimilar decla- 
rations arc made, particularly prayer. 

Few general prayers, I believe, are made 
without confeffion of fin, and profeffiqn 
of repentance and reformation of heart and 
life. If, therefore, men be not fincere in 
thefe declarations, they ought not to. mak« 
them ; and it fhould be confidercd as a 
thing equally dangerous to make them in 
the form of folemn prayer, or in the form 
of receiving the Lord's Supper ; and if we 
could prevent it, the man who cannot make 
the declaration to live as becomes a chriJUarty 
ought no more to be permitted to join in 
public prayer, in which the minifter makes 
that declaration in the name of all the peo- 
ple, than to join in the celebration of tlie 
Lord's Supper. 

ft 

e ♦ 

» 

I agree with you that there is great dan- 
ger in both, for it is trifling with, and 

2 infultin 



or 
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infulting the grcateft and beft of beings (btt£ 
one who will forgive this, and every other 
offence not perfifted in) but I cannot agree 
with you, p. 123. in thinking that there is 
more bi^ard in one than in the dther. I dd 
not fee that, upon your own principles, there 
can be the Icaft difference in thcfe cafes ; 
and yet I appeal to any perfon, who is ac- 
quainted with the opinions and prejudices 
of the Diflenters^ whethet it is not gene- 
tsllly imagined by thetn, thd^t there is d 
very great diffej^ence in thefe cafes. 

Is it not notorious that Inany perfons not 
only joio in publick prayer, but even pray 
themfelves, with great folemnity and fer- 
vour, both in publick and private, and 
yet dare not receive the Lord's Supper^ 
though they earneflly wifh to do it ? 
Whence came the idea and cuik>m of wh^t 
is called fencing the table in Scotland, any 
more than fencing the publick prayers, of 
the church ? 



Ne 
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No pcrfon, 1 imagine, ever meant, Uiat 
the divine being was actually more prefent 
in one place than in another, or with any 
peffon ,at one time more than another; but 
by the divine prefence we mean his opera- 
tions and icfluencc. And in this fenfe, cer- 
tainly, m^any perfons do imagine that God 
is more prefent with good men in the ce- 
lebration of the Lord^s Supper, than on 
any other occafion. 

I df> not think that you and I differ 
mudi with, refpedt to the guilt and hazard 
of communicating unworthily, which k 
hu$ been my principal objedt to iet in a clear 
light; and as to what I fancy will prove 
to be the only thing in which we diilcr 
materially, you agree with me, p. 16^ 
that it cannot be expeded I fhould confidcr 
any dodtrine as taught in the Lqrd's Supper, 
which I do not believe to be a dodlrine of 
fcripture. Now I own that I am far from 
thinking, with you, that it is a doftrine of 
the fcriptures, that the bleilings which 
God beftows upon us are purctafed of him 
by bis fori s death j p- 35. On the conrrary, 

1 beh'evc 
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I believe that tbey are all freely given to ui 
of Gcd^ . and that God is fo far from being 
the receiver on this occafion, that the 
fcripturcs reprcfent him as the giver. 
Rom. viii. 32. He that fpared not bis own 
Jon^ but delivered Urn upfo^us a 11^ bow Jit a// 
' be not wiib him aljo freely give us all things. 

But I fancy you will agree with me, that 
it would not be worth our while to take 
bccafion, from this fubjeft of the Lord's 
Supper, to enter into a particular difcuffion 
of the dodrine of atonement^ though I ear- 
neftly wi(h that pious and learned men 
would conlider that fubje<S impartially and 
fully. Our fentfments on this fubjedt arc 
allowed, on all hands, to be the foundation 
of very different hypothefes concerning the 
whole fcheme of chriftianity, and it has not 
been fo thoroughly canvafled as I could 
wi(h. Permit me, Sir, to recommend to 
your attention what has been written in the 
Geological Rcpoftory on that fubjefl: by a 
perfon who.figns Clemens, and examine 
it, not with a view ' to find little inaccu- 
racies 



racies and inconfiftencies in the compo- 
£ition> but to confider the fpirit and force 
of his arguments. 

If you be a young man, I fhall not fo 
ihuch defpair of a change in your fenti- 
mcnts as you do with refpeft to me, and 
though I am not an old man, it is poflible 
that, at your age, I thought as you now do 
on this fubjedl. I did fo after I was a preacher. 
How this will afFedl your. conje<9:ures with 
reipedt to the motives of the change in my 
fentiments, I leave you to judge as yon 
pleafe. I think fuch allufions to my edu-« 
cation and private hiftory, as both you and 
Mr. Venn have recourfe to, are too pcr- 
fonal, and very improperly thrown out be-» 
fore the public, 

I (hall only fay with rcfpefl: to your con- 
jedlures (concerning which you bid me a/k 
my/e/fy p. 97.) that every man, believing that 
h^ has formed his own fentiments impar* 
tiallv, and upon juft views of things, muft 

E have 



have loQie djf&recit hypothecs t^. ^cou»|t 
for the falfc judgments of o^hcrs^ In my 
cafe, you think that piqw- and ufenfmenf 
had the chief influence. But let usjudga 
npt^bing^ before tfje timc^ for w^ f^'tffi alljiand 
before the judgment feat of Qhrtji^ njof^en thst 
fecrets of all ke^arfs. Jhall be reve^lfd^ % 
hope that I fhall endeavour {f>, to judge, 
a;i4 fo to ad, a;s not to be ajh^ed btfore bim. 
ai bis. f^oming. 

That there is much real difference of 
opinion among chriftian minifters is Qvi^ 
dent: and I have no doubt, but that this, 
as well as all other feeming evils, will ap- 
pear to have anfwered a gpod purpofej 
in many cafes, I am convinced, that tl^ere 
is much fcfs difference than is imagined, 
from the different phrafeology we adopt. 
Many diffenting minifters, availing theni- 
felves of mere verbal diftindlions, efpecially 
with refped: to the doctrine qf the Triniiy^ 
not only fccure the reputation, and other 
advantages, of orthodoxy- but ftudioufly 

throw 



thtt)iXr ah odtuth upon btl^^, as itAerodciic^ 
whok IehtMi6nti they fehd^ to be, ih H^ 
tity^ tM>t &t all difibi'eot ifrdifi thfeir bWtt. 



TBerb are eutUkhftaACeB, k which k WilU 
dcfobtl&fs, bfe pradeht and light foi* i imail 
t6 cohceal his (eftliffi^Ats, if lie ea^i^ 46 
h \^tdiout diffimulatioh i bat I hzvt kU 
lA^p chofeh to fean nffihtv to th'e dttfer e%«^ 
treble $ ^'nd had all, who think a$ I do in 
I matters of riefligiDn, aSeS with ifcrupulona 

integrity and honefty, I am convinced it 
Would have bcton much better f6r th6 iate^ 
feft of truth and of tutue too ; thoV I an 
far frotti thinkii^ that tbofe who have aAed 
on diiFerent maxims have not had the beft 
intentions. 



I do not think, as you iniinuate with re* 
fpedl to me, that you have defignedfy mif- 
reprefented the fentiments of the Diflenters 
concerning the L6rd's Supper ; but I fup- 
pofe that you, thinking pretty rationally on 

« 

this fttbjed yourfelf, imagine that others 

£ a do 
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do fo toOy and alfo, that the phrafeology 
you have been accuftomed to is expreffive 
of fuch rational fentiments. Whereas I 
think that the phrafeology in ufe among 
us, with refpeft to this fubjed, is not con- 
fiftent with rational or fcriptural principles, 
byt took its rife from notions that are irra* 
tiQnal, unfcriptural, and fuperftitious ; no- 
tions which you and I equally difclaim, 
but which we take very different methods 
to exterminate. You deny the exigence 
of the faperftiticn, and would accommo- 
date the phrafeology toreafon. I would 
combat the fuperfUtious principle itfelf, 
and difcontinue the phrafeology that is 
grounded upon it. I would even difufe a 
fcriptural phrafe^ if I had no hope of ma- 
king it generally underftood, in a fenfe 
agreeable to reafon, and the true meaning 
of the facred writers. 

As you feem dcfirous of entering into a 
fair difcuffion of the merits of the queftion, 
Concerning the nature and ufe of the Lord'^s 

"^ Supper^ 



Supper^ and to und^take what Mr. Venn 
entered upon, under great difadvantage^ 
and what he would purfue under much 
greater ; you can have no objeftion to my 
xtquefling your attention] to what I havie 
advanced in the Additions^ and alfo to the 
following queries, calculated, as I think, 
to bring the difpute to a fair ijfue ; and I 
beg you would not think yourfelf obliged 
to accommodate what you may write for the 
future to any thing you have already writ- 
ten. Of this I have fet you an example 
myfelf. 

ft 

1. When we are commanded to eat 
bread and drink wine in remembrance of 
Chrift, is it not the fame thing as if we 
were enjoined to take that opportunity of 
recoUeding what Chrift has done and fuf- 
ifered for us, that is, what we believe that 
he has done and fuffered for us ? 

2. Is not a command of this nature a 
call upon every perfon who is convinced 
that Chrift deferves to be thus remembered 
^ .; 2 and 
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Ahd obeyed) to femekn^ hioi in this tcOk^ 
Her? 

3. Afe not dl pierfons ilicloded in ^it 
defcription, who, if they vftxt kitettoglted^ 
Would fay they were chriilian^ ? 

4. Is not every thing that can be adVai^* 
ced, concerning the propei- (|^aUfidati6n6 erif 
communicants, to be deduced by Way oi 
inference y from the confideration cf Whtt^t 
is implied in the declaratibn of a irtah's be- 
ing a chriftian ? 

5» Is it poffible that this declaration 
fliQuld contain more than a prefent refo- 
lution to live as becomes a chriflian ? 

* 

6. Doth not all the guilt , and confe- 
quently all the danger^ of communicating 
unworthily, arife from this declaration not 
being fincere ? /. e. from a perfon not really 
intending to live as becomes ^ ^hriftian at 
the time that he makes it ^ * 

7. 1« 






tions fimiUr tft ^s iq jj^ay^i; ? 

^ If thjp (Jj?<;l%ratioii8 he ma4.e witb the 
3&,me feijipufiieCs,. are oot.the gijijlt and danr 
g<^ of in^fipiSfedt^F the ^e ia hptb, cjaSk^ ? 



5^. I^tihore b? any differeftc^^ b nQl &<? 
guilt of ^4l:|ng"in an wiackiftw-B maoDter^ 
J after a folemn verbal declaration of the cocb 

trary, more aggravated than after an aSiion 
that^ is only conp^ned t^ ifnply t^t decl^a- 
tipa I iinc^ a perfon m^y* igy, ih^t he coi«l4 
eat ajid dri^Jk io^ re^iefiftb^oce qjf Chriiib> 
aiad r^cfollje^a, with gratit^dfe and: pfeafure, 
what be h^ dp^ for i^ftoki^i wilifoo»l 
making any promifc, at that particular tii9i$» 
of living as becomes a chriftian ? It is no 
I ^bere qxpreisly iaid in the ^rip^ilQs, ^at 

we dp u^iaii? fufih a. prpmife at thafe parti-j 
c;ukr tioie j. and thp only mention, th^, is 
ipade of cpmxiiunicating mw^tbUy is in. a 
cafe wher^ the guih is not. fajd-. tp hayq qpo^ 
fi^d in the infincerity of any declaration, 

but 
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biut in the imfproper and indecent manner 
in which the rite was performed. 

10. Admitting that the above mention- 
ed promife is always implied, ought we to 
make any difference with refpedl to the 
qualifications of the perfbns who may be 
permitted or encouraged to join in prayer, 

» 

and in the celebration of the Lord's Sup«> 
per? 

11. Since we pray, or are exhorted to 
pray, much q^re frequently than we com- 
municate, fhould not thfe warnings againft 
the guilt of iniSncerity in the former cafe 
be more frequent and more^arnefl than in 
the latter ? 

12. If the preceding queftions be anfwer-.. 
cd in the affirmative, is it- not evident that 
thofe perfons, who join in prayer, in which' 
they profefs obedience to the gofpel, and 
yet dare not receive the Lord's Supper, are 



i 
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infiaeiKred by principles that are juftly calU 
ed fuperftitious i • ' 

s 

13. Is not the cu(]^oin offolemn prepara* 
tion, previous to receiving the Lord's Sup- 
per, a proof that it has been placed in too 
high a rank of importance, with refpe^ to 
ptayer, and other religious exercifes ? 

14. Is not the opinion of the unfitnefs 
of a perfon, wha has preached and prayed 
in public many years (but who has not 
been ordained) to adrainifter cither baptifm 
or the Lord's Supper, a proof of the exiflr- 
ence of feme fuperftitious notion concern^ 
ing the facraments ? 

15* Is not the unwillingnefs of many 
Diflentcrs to receive the bread and wine 
except from the hands of the minifter 
hinnfelf, and fometimes of tieir oun minU 
Jter, a confirmation of the fame charge of 
fuperfliuon ? 

1 6. Is not the cuftom of requiring an 
♦ccount of a perfon*i experience in religion, 

F before 
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before he be admitted to cotnmunicate^ 
when the fame perfon is admitted to prajr 
in public, a proof of the fame fuperfti- 
lion?' 

■ 

17, Is it not for the. intcreft of truth, of 
chciilianky, and of virtue, that thefe {u* 
perflitious tiotions b^ traced to their fourice^ 
and exploded ? 

> For my own part, I am fully perfuaded, 

that all this fuperflition had the fame 

fource with almoft every other corruption 

of chriflian dodrine and difcipline, having 

been introduced by converts from other re* 

ligions J and that though a great part of 

this, as well as of other abufes, is now 

reftified, a great deal yet remains to be 

done J and I doubt not but, by one inftru- 

hient or other, Chrift wiU at length fbo^ 

roughly purge his foor of them all, and that 

all the cht^\ hay andjtubbk^ that have been 

built upon the foundatim of the apofiks 

and prophets^ will be utterly confumed. 

4 Yoib 
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You, Sir, think that my tpeatife on the 
Lord's fupper has a very dangerous tendency, 
in a praSlical vieWj pref. p. 7. and, think- 
ing in that manner, you do well to cau* 
;tioriyour readers againft it. On, the con- 
trary, I think that the tendency of my 
-treatife is to reftore to its primitive purity, 
and ufe, an inftitution calculated to umte 
xhiiftians together under Chrift their 
common head ^ and I meant to.^ffift in 
throwing .down that fuperftitious barrier, 
which, in a great meafure, forbids its 
being approached, or made ufe of at all. . 

As my views, I am confcious, are up^ . 
rights and I believey^, I hope I fhallnot 
have written without fomc fuccefs; and I 
ihall think fuccefs in any attempts to reftore 
-the genuine purity of chriftian faith or 
pra£tice to be a much nobler objedt than 
any other fubjeft of literary purfuit. 

I am. Reverend Sir, 

Your very Humble Servant, 
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY. 

LiZBS^ May (6| IJ70. 
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